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CONSTITUTION 



<f tatc 0f Jitttb i«r0liia. 



ORDINANCES THEREUNTO APPENDED, 



ADOPTED BY THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, WHICH 

WAS HELD AT CHARLESTON. AND ADJOUKNED ON 

THE 17tk march, 1868. 



CHAELE8T0N, S. 0. 

1 PBRRY, BOOK AND JOB PRINTBRS. 
I«S Meeiing Sire«i, 
1868. 
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OHiBLEsiuir, 8; C., ITthMiirct, I.S68. 
Tliis is to (-i^ifify tlnit this Cons tit utioa and the Ordinaneoa 
thereunto appended, were ailoyted by a laajoiity of votes by tho 
Constitutioiial Convention of the State of South Carolina, assenibled 
imder the Reconstruction Acts of Congress, and which was held a1 
Charleston, beg-ianin^ on the 14th day of January, and ending '.ir- 
rbe nth day of Mar<>h, 1 Sli>-, 

A- a. MACKET, 

Presi^enf. 
An t.sT : 

O. J, feTOLBKANi'. 

Secretary. 
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CONSTHUTION. 



We, iiic Feoph of the ^la/.e of I'.outh Carolina, in Convenlior, 
dissembled, Grateful to Aimighly God Jbr this opportunity, deiibe- 
rately and peateably of enteiiBg iuto an explicit and Bolemn com- 
pact with eacb other, and forming a new Conetitiition of civil (tov- 
ernment for oui'selves and -postarity, pecogtiizing the necessity oS 
theprotection of the poople in all that pertaina to their freedom, 
safety and tranquility, and imploiing the direction of the Great 
Legislator o£ the Uuiverse, do agree upon, ordain and eetablish 
the foUowinf? 

DECLAHATION OF EIGHTS AND FORM OF GOVEENMENT 
AS THE CONSTITUTION OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF 
SOUTH CAROLINA. 



SEciins 1. All men are horn free and equal — endowed by theii 
Creator with certain inajionable rights, among which are the rights 
of enjoying and defending their Hvee and liberties, of acquiring, 
possessing and protecting property, and of aefeking and obtaining 
their safety and happiness. 

Section 2. Slavery shall never exist in this State ; neither shall 
involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime, whereof 
the party shall have been duly eimvioted. 

SiiCTioB 3. All political power is vested in and derived from the 
people only ; therefore they have the right, at all times, to modify 
their form of government in such manner as they may deem ex- 
pedient, when the public good demands. 

Sbctiok 4. Every citizen of this State owes paramount alle- 
giance to the Constitution and Government of the United States, 
and no law or ordinance of this State in contravention or subver. 
sion iliereof can have any binding force. 

Section 5. This State shall ever remain a member of the Amer. 
ican Union, and all attempts, from whatever .source, or upon 
whatever pretext, to dissolve the said Union, shall be resisted with 
the whole power of the State, 

Section 6. The right of the people poaeenbly lo assembl 
consult for (he common good, and to petition the Govemmen 
any department thereof, shall never be abridged. 
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Sbctios 7. All persons may freely apeak, write and publieh 
their aentiments on any subject, being responsible for the stbuse 
of that right ; and no lawa shall be enacited to restraip or abridge 
the liberty of speech or of the press. 

SEcnoit 8, In prosecutions for the publication of papers inves- 
tigating the official conduct of officers or men in pubUe capacity, 
or when the matter published is proper for public mfonaation, the 
truth thereof may be given in evidence ; and in all indictments 
for libel, the jury shall be the jiidges of the law and the facta. 

SiMJirorr 9. No person shall be deprived of the right to worship 
Gfod according to the dictates of hia own conscience ; Provided, 
That the liberty of conscience hereby declared shall not juatifj' 
praetieea inconsistent with the peace and moral safety of society. 

Sectiom 10. No form of religion shall be established by law ; 
hut it shall be the duty of the General Assembly to pass suitable 
lawa to protect every religious denomination in the peaceable en- 
joyment of its own mode of worship. 

Sectioit 11. The right of trial by jury shall remain inviolate, 

Sectios 12. No person shall be disqualified as a witneaa, or be 
prevented from acquiring, holding and transmitting property, or 
he hindered in acquiring education, or be liable to any other pun- 
ishment for any offence, or be subjected in law to any other re- 
straints or disqualifications in regard to any personal righta than 
such as are laid upon others under like circnmstanees. 

Section 13. No person shall be held to answer for any crime or 
offence until the same is fully, fairly, plainly, substantially and 
formally described to him ; or be compelled to accuse or furnish 
evidence against himself ; and every person shall have a right to 
produce all proofs that may be favorable to him, to meet the wit- 
nesses against him face to face, to have a speedy and public trial 
by an impartial jury, and to be fully heard in his defence by him- 
self or by hia counsel, or by both, as he may elect, 

Section 14. No peraon shall be arrested, imprisoned, despoiled 
or disposaeased of his property, immunities or privileges, put out of 
the protection ot the law, exiled or deprived of his life, liberty, or 
estate, but by the judgment of his peers or the law of the land. 
And the General Assembly shall not enact any law that shall sub- 
jeet any person to punishment without trial by jury; nor shall h^ 
be punished hut by virtue of a law already established, or promul- 
gated prior to the offence, and legally applied. 

Section 15. A!! Courts shall be public, and every person, for 
any injuiy that he may receive in his lands, goods, person or repu- 
tation, shall have remedy by due course of law and justice admin- 
istered without unneceesary delay. 

Section 16. All persons shall, before' conviction, be haUable by 
sufficient sureties, except for capital offences, when the proof i« 
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evident or the presumption great; and excessive bail.sball not, in 
any case, be required, nor corporal punishment inflicted. 

Section IT, The pritilege of the writ of Habeas Corpus shall 
not be suspended, except when, in case of insurrection, rebellion 
or invasion, the public safety may require it. 

Sbctios 18. No person, after having been once acquitted by a 
jury, shall f^ain, for the same offence, be put in jeopardy of Ms 
life or liberty. 

Sectiok 19. Alloffencesles.itliaufelony, and in which the punish- 
ment does not exceed a fine of one hundred dollars, or imprisonment 
for thirty^ aye, shall be tried summarily before a Justiceof the Peace, 
or other officer authorized by law, on information under oath, without 
indictment or intervention of a Grand Jury, saving to the defendant 
the right of appeal; and no person shall be held to answer for any 
higher crime or offence unless on presentment of a Grand Jury, 
except in cases arising in the land and naval service, or in the 
militia when in actual service in time ot war or pubbt. danger. 

Section 20. No person shall be imprisoned for debt, except in 
cases of fraud; and a reasonable amount ot propertv, as a home- 
stead, shall be exempted from seizure or sale foi the payment of 
any debts or liabilities, except for the payment of such obligations 
as are provided for in this Constitution 

Section 21. No bill of attainder, expost facto law, nor any law 
impairing the obligation of contracts, shall ever be enaeted; and 
no conviction shall work corruption of blood or forfeiture of estate. 

Section 22. All persons have a right to be secure from unrea- 
sonable searches or seizures of their persons, houses, papers or 
possessions. All warrants shall be supported by oath or afBrma- 
rion, and the order of the warrant to a civil ofttcer to make search 
or seizure in suspected places, or to arrest one or more suspected 
persons, or to seize their property, shall be accompanied with n 
special designation of the persons or objects of search, arrest or 
seisoire ; and no warrant shall be issued but in the oases and witii 
the formalities prescribed by the laws. 

Section 23. Private property shall not be taken or applied for 
public use, or for the use of corporations, or for private use, with- 
out the consent of the owner or a just compensation being mad* 
therefor; Provided, however, that laws may be made securing to 
persons or corporations the ri^ht of way over the lands of either 
persons or corporations, and, for worka of internal improvement, 
the right to establish depots, stations, turnouts, etc.; hut a just 
compensation, shall, in aUcarfen, be first made (p the owner. 

Section 24. The power of suspending the laws, or the execution 
of the laws, shail never be exercised but by the General Assembly, 
or by authority derived therefrom ; to be exercised in such particu- 
lar cases only as the General Assembly shall expressly provide for. 
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Seciion 25, NoperB-m shall, in any caae, ho eubjw;! to iiiavtial 
law, or to any pains or penaltips by virtue of that law, esocp! 
elioso employed iu the array or navy of the Uuiteil States, and 
except the militia iu aotuttl aeivico, bwt by authority of the Gen- 
eral Assembly. 

Section 2C. In the government of this Oomraon wealth, th' 
Legislntive, Executive aud jBdiftiel powere of the Ooverameni 
bLbII belbrever separate aad distinct from ea«h other, and no per- 
aon or persons esi.ircising tiw* Junctions of oan of said departmpntiJ 
shall assume or di^ehai'ge the duties of any other; 

(Section 27. The General Asselnbly ought frequently fo assemble 
for the redress of grievances' aud for makinjf nen^aws as the 
common good may require. 

Section 28. The people have a right to keep and beiir arms foi 
the common defence. Aa in tinies of peace, armies are dangeroufc 
to liberty, they ought not to be maintained without the consent u! 
the General Assembly. The military power ought always to be 
held in an exact subordination fo the dvil authority and be gov- 
erned by it. 

Section 29. In tame of peace no soldier shall be quf.fterod it 
any house without the consent of the ownet ; and, in time of war, 
such quarters shall not be made but in a nJianher prescribed by 

Section 30. No person who conseientiouBly scruples to bear arms 
shall be compelled so to do, but he shall pay an equivalent for per- 
sonal service. 

Sectioh^ 'SI. All elections shall be free and open, and every in- 
habitant of this Commonwealth possessing the qualificatjons pro- 
vided for in this Constitution, shall have an equal right to elect 
officers and be elected to fill public office. 

Sectiom 32. No property qualification' shall be necessary for an 
election to or the holding of any office, and no office shall be crea- 
ted, the appointment to which shall be for a longer time than good 
behavior. After the adoption of this Consfitution, any peraon 
who shall flght a duel, or send or accept a challenge for that pur- 
pose, ftr be an aider or abetter in fighting a dtiel, shall be deprivcfi 
of holding any office of honor or trust in this Statu, aud shall hi- 
otherwise punished as the law shall prescribe. 

Section 33. The right of suffrage s&aU be protected by laws 
regulating elections, and prohibiting, under adequate penalties, all 
undue influences from power, bribery, tumult ur improper con- 
duct. 

Suction 34. Representation shall be apportioned according to 
population, and no person in this State shall be disfranchised oi 
deprived of any of the rights or privileges now enjoyed except by 
the law of the land or the judgment of hia peers. 
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Section 35. Tem|wrary absence from tlie State sliall nut forfeit 
a residence once obtained. 

Sectiob 36. All property subject to taxation shall be taxod in 
proportioo to ita value. Each individual of society haa a right to 
be protected in the enjoyment of life, liberty and property accord- 
ing to standing Itvwa. He should, therefore, contribute his share 
ro the expense of his protection and give his personal service when 
aeeeasary. 

Section 37. No subsidy, ehurgo, impoftt tax or duties shall be 
estabhshed, iixed, laid or levied, under any pretext whatsoever, 
-.vithoat the conseut of tb,e people or their representatives lawfully 
=i3sembled. 

Sbctiob HS. Excessive fines shall not be iinpo'^ed, nor cruel and 
unusual punishment inili<:ti>d, n!>r shall witnesses be unreasonably 



Section 39. No title of nobility or hereditary emolument shall 
ever be granted in this State. Distinction on account of race 
or color, in any case 'whatever, shall be prohibited, and all 
elaeaes of citizens shall enjoy equally all common, public, legal 
ind politieal ririvilegea. 

Seotios iQ'. All navigable waters shall remain forever public 
highways, free to the citizens of the State and the United States, 
without tax, impost or toll imposed ; and, no tax, toll, impost or 
wharfage shEiU be iihposed, demanded or received from the owner 
of any mei;chandise or commodity, for the use of the shores or any 
wharf erected on the shores, or in or over the waters of any navi- 
gable stream, unless the same be authorized by the General As- 
=iembly. 

Sectioh 41. The enumeration of rights in this Constitu'.ion shall 
not be construed to impair or deny others retained by the people, 
and all powers not herein delegated remain with the people. 



AETIC1.E II. 



Sbctios 1. The Le^slative power of this State shall be ^'eslted in 
iwo distinct branches, the one to bo styled the " Senate," and the 
other the " House of Eopresentatives," and both tftgether the 
" General Assembly of the State of South Carolina." 

SEcrtoN '2. The House of Representatives shall be composed of 
members chosen by ballot every second year, by the eitv^cns of this 
State, qualiiied as in this Constitution is provided. 
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Section 3. The Judicial Districts shall hereafter be designated 
a,e Oouttties, and the boundaries of the several Counties shall re- 
loain as they are now established, eseept the County of Pickens, 
which is hereby divided into two Counties, by a line leaving the 
aouthern boundary of the State of North Carolina where the White 
Water Eiver enters this State, and theace down the ceatre of said 
River, by whatever names known, to Eavenel's Bridge, on Seneca 
Eiver, and thence ^ong the centre of the road leading ta Pendle- 
ton TiUs^e, until it intersectfl the line of the County of Anderson ; 
and the territory lying east of said line shall be known as the 
County of Pickens ; and the territory lying west of said line shall be 
known as the County of Oconee ; Provided, That the General Assem- 
bly shall have the power at any time to organize new Counties by 
changing the boundaries of any of the old ones j but no new Coun- 
ty shall be hereafter formed of less extent than six hundred and 
twenty-five square miles, nor shall any existing Counties be reduced 
to a less extent than six hundi-ed and twenty-five square miles. 
Each County shall constitute one election district 

Sectios 4. The House of Representatives shall consist of one 
hundred and twenty-four members, to be apportioned among the 
several counties according to the number of inhabitants contMued 
in each. An enumeration of the inhabitants, for this purpose, shall 
be made in eighteen hundred and eisty-nine, and ^aiu in eigh- 
teen hundred and seventy-five, and shall be made in the coarse 
of every tenth year thereafter, in such manner as shall be 
by law directed ; and Eepresentatives shall be assigned to the dif- 
ferent counties in the above mentioned proportion, by Act of the 
General Assembly at the session immediately succeeding evei^ 
enumeration ; Provided, That until the apportionment, which sha5 
be made upon the next enumeration shall take effect, the repre- 
sentation of the several counties, as herein constituted, shall be as 
follows : 

Abbeville five, Anderson three, Barnwell six, Beaufort seven, 
Charleston eighteen, Cheater three. Clarendon two, Colleton five, 
Che8terfi.eld two, Darlington four, Edgefield sevea, Fairfield three, 
Georgetown three, Greenville four, Horry two, Kershaw three, 
Lancaster two, Laurens four, Lexington two, Marion four, Marl- 
boro two, Newberry three, Oconee two, Orangeburg five, Pickens 
one, Eichland four, Spartanburg four, Sumter four, Union three, 
Williamsburg three, York four. 

Sbctioit 5. If the enumeration herein directed shall not be made 
in the course of the year appointed for the purpose, it shall be the 
duty of the Governor to have it effected as soon thereafter as 
shall be practicable. 

Section 6. In assigning representatives to the several counties, 
the General Assembly shall tdlow one representative to every one 
hundred and twenty-fourth part of the whole number of inhabi- 



dbyGoogle 



tants in tlie State ; Provided, That if in the apportionment of repre- 
sentatives any county shall appear not to be entitled, from its 
population, to a repreaentative, such county shall nevertheless send 
one representative ; and if there be still a deficiency of the aumber 
of representatives required by Section fourtb of this Article, such 
deficiency shall be supplied by aaaigning representatives to those 
counties having the largest surplus fractious. 

Sbctiok 7. No apportionment of representatives shall be con- 
strued to take effect, in any manner, until the general election which 
shall succeed such apportionment. 

Sectiom 8. The Senate shall be composed of one member from 
each county, to be elected, for the term of four years, by the quali- 
fied voters of the State, in the same manner in which members of 
the House of Eepresentatives are chosen ; except the County of 
Oharleston, which shall be allowed two Senators. 

Section 9. Upon the meeting of the first General Assembly 
which shall be chosen under the provisions of this Constitution, 
the Senators shall be divided, by lot, into two classes, as nearly 
equal as may be ; the seats of the Senators of the first class to 
be vacated at the expiration of two years after the Monday fol- 
lowing the general election, and of those of the second class at the 
expiration of four years ; so that, except as above provided, one- 
half of the Senators may be chosen every second year. 

SEcriON 10. No person shall be eligible to a seat in the Senate or 
House of Eepresentatives who at the time of his election is not a 
citizen of the United States ; nor any one who has not been for 
one year next preceding his election a resident of this State,, and 
for three months next preceding his election a resident of the 
county whence he may be chosen, nor any one who has been con- 
victed of an infamous crime. Senators shall be at least twenty-five, 
and Eepresentatives at least twenty-one years of age. 

Section 11. The first election for Senators and Eepresentatives 
under the provisions of this Constitution shall be held on the four- 
teenth, fifteenth and sixteenth days of April, of the present year ; 
and the second election shall be held on the third Wednesday in 
October, eighteen hundred and seventy, and forever tiiereafter on 
the same day in every second year in such manner and at such 
places as the Legislature may hereafter provide. 

Seotioh 12. The first session of the General Assembly after the 
ratification of this Constitution, shall be convened on the second 
Tuesday of May of the present year in the city of Columbia 
(which shall remain the seat of govemmept until otherwise deter- 
mined by the concurrence of two-thirda of both branches of the whole 
representation), and thereafter on the fourth Tuesday in No- 
vember annually. Should the casualties of war or contagious dis- 
eases render it unsafe to meet at the seat of government, then the 



dbyGoogle 



10 

Governor may, by pvoclamatioa, appoiot s, more secure and conve- 
nient place of meeting, 

SECTiojf 13. The terms of office of the Senators and Eepresenta- 
tivcB chosen at a general election, shall begin on the Monday fol- 
lowing such election. 

Sr.crioif 14. Each House shall judge of the election returns and 
qualifications of its own memhera ; and a majority of each House 
shall constitute a quorum to do business ; but a smaller number 
may adjourn from day to day, and may compel the attendance of 
absent members, in such manner and under such penalties as may 
be provided by law. 

Seciiok 15. Each House shall choose its own officers, determine 
its rules of proceeding, punish its members for disorderly behavior, 
and, with the concurrence of two-thirds, expel a member, but not 
a second time for the same cause. 

SKCTioif 16. Each House may punish by imprisonment, during 
ita sitting, any person not a member, who shall be guilty of disre- 
spect to the House by any disorderly or contemptuous behavior in 
ite presence ; or who, during the time of its sitting, shall threafan 
barm to body or estate of any member for anything said or done in 
either House, or who shall assault any of them therefor, or who 
shall assault or arrest any witness or other person ordered to attend 
the House, In his going thereto or returning therefrom, pr who 
shall rescue any person arrested by order of the House ; Provided, 
that such time of imprisonment shall not In any case extend be- 
yond the session of the General Assembly. 

Seciios 17. The members of both Houses shall be protected in 
their persona and estates during their attendance on, going to, and 
returning from, the General Assembly, and ten days previous to 
the sitting, and ten days after the adjournment thereof. But these 
privileges shall not be extended so as to protect any member who 
shall be chafed with treason, felony, or breach of the peace. 

Skction 18. Bills for raising a revenue shall originate in the 
House of Eeptesentatives, but may be altered, amended or rejected 
by the Senate ; and all other bills may originate in either House, 
and may bo aniended, altered or rejected by the other. 

Sbcxios 19. The stylo of all laws shall be, " Be it enaeted by the 
Senate and House of Eepresentatives of the State of South Caro- 
lina, now met and sitting in General Assembly, and by the au- 
thority of the same." 

Section 20, Every act or resolution having the force of law shall 
relate to but one subject, and that shall be expressed in the 
title. 

Sbctios 21. No bill shall have the force of law until it shall have 
been read three times, and on three several days, in each House, 
has had the Great Seal of State affixed to it, and has been signed 
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in tlie Senate Hou.ee, by the Preaiiient of the Senate and the 
Speaker of the House of Eepresentatives. 

Section 22. No money shall be drawn from the treaaUTy, but In 
pursuance of an appropriation made by law ; and. a regular state- 
ment and account of the receipts and expenditures of all public 
moneys shall be published annually, in such manner as may be by 
law directed. 

Sectioit 23. Each member of the first General Aaaombly under 
this Constitution shall receive six dollars per diem while in ses- 
sion ; and the further sum of twenty cents for every mile of the 
ordinary route of travel in going to and returning from the place 
where such seasioa is held ; after which they shall receive such 
oompensation as shall be fixed by law j but no General Assembly 
shall have the power to increase the compensation of its own mem- 
bers. And when convened in extra session they shall receive the 
same mileage and per diem compensation as are fixed by law for 
the regular session, and none other. 

Section 24. In all elections by the General Assembly, or either 
House thereof, the members shall vote "vivavoce," and their votes, 
thus givon, sball be entered upon the journal of the House to 
which they respectively belong. 

Sectioh 25. Neither House, during the session of the General 
AssAnbly, shall, without the consent of the other, adjourn for more 
■ than three days, nor to any other place than that in which the 
Assembly shall be at the time sitting. 

Section 26. Each Hou^e shall keep a journal of its own proceed- 
ings, and cause the same to be published immediately after its ad- 
journment, excepting euoh parts as in its judgment may require 
secrecy ; and the yeas and nays of the members of either House, on 
any question, shall, at the desire of any two members present, be 
entered on the journals. Any member of either House shall have 
liberty to dissent &oni, and protest against, any act or resolution 
which he may think injurious to the public or to an individual, 
and have the re<aaons of his dissent entered on the journals. 

Section 27. The doors of each House shall be open, except on 
such occasions as, in the opinion of the House may require secrecy. 

Suction 28, No person shall be eligible to a seat in the General 
Assembly whilst he holds any office of profit or trust under this 
8tat«, the United States of America, or any of them, or under any 
other power, except officers in the militia, ma^strates, or justices 
of inferior Courts, while such justices receive no salary. And if 
any member shall accept or exercise any of the said disqualifying 
offices, he shall vacate his seat ; Frffinded, That this prohibition 
shall not extend to the members of the first General Assembly. 

Seciion 29. If any election district shall neglect to choose a mem- 
ber or members on the day of election, or if any person chosen a 
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member of either House shall refuse to qualify aud take hia seat, 
or shall resign, die, depart the State, accept any disqualifying- 
office, or become otherwise disqualified to hold his seat, a writ of 
election shall be issued by the President of the Senate, or Speaker 
of the House of Eepresontatives, as the case may he, for the pur- 
pose of filling the vacancy thereby occasioned, for the remainder 
of the term for which the person so refusing to qualify, resigning, 
dying, departing the State, or becoming disqualified, was, elected 
to seive, or the defaulting election district ought to have choseu a 
member or members. 

Section 30. Members of the Gteneral Assembly, and all offleerB 
before they enter upon the execution oi the duties of their respec- 
ti-ve ofiiees, and all members of the bar, before they enter upon the 
practice of their profession, shall take and subscribe the following 
oath : 

" I do solemnly swear (or affirm ua the case may be) that I am duly 
quahfled according to the Constitution oi the United States and of 
this State to exercise the duties of the office to which I have been 
elected (or appointed,} and that I will faithfully discharge to the 
best of my abilities the duties thereof; that I recognize the 
supremacy of the Conetitution and laws of the United States, over 
the Constitution and laws of any State ; and that I will support, 
protect and defend the Constitution of the United States and the 
Constitution of South Carolina, as ratified by the people, on the 

day of 1868. So kklp ukGod." And the President 

of this Convention is authorized to fill the blanks in this section 
whenever he shall receive satisfactory information of the day on 
which this Constitution shall be ratified. 

Section 31. Officers shail be removed for incapacity, misconduct, 
or neglect of duty, in auch manner as may be provided by law, when 
no mode of trial or removal is provided in this Constitution. 

SEctioH 32. The family homestead of the head of each family, 
residing in this State, such homestead consisting of dwelling house, 
out-buildings and lands appurtenant, not to exceed the value of one 
thousand dollars, aad yearly product there6f, shall be exempt from 
attachment, levy or sale on any mesne or final process issued from 
any court. To secure the full enjoyment o£ said homestead exemp- 
tion to the person entitled thereto, or to the bead of any family, the 
personal property of such person, of the following character, to 
wit: household fumiturev beds and bedding, famUy library, arms, 
carts, wagons, farming implements, tools, neat cattle, work ani- 
mals, Bwine, goats and sheep, not to exceed in value in the aggre- 
gate the sum of five hundred dollars, shall be subject to like ex- 
emption as said homestead, and there shall be exempt in addition 
thereto all necessary wearing apparel : Provided, That no proper- 
ty shaD be exempt from attachment, levy or sale, for taxes, or for 
payment of obhgations contracted for the purchase of said liunie- 
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stead, or tfae erectioa of improveawiits thereon; Provided further., 
That the yewrly products of said homestead shall not be exempt 
from attachment, levy or sale, for the payment of obligations con- 
tracted in the production of the same. It shall be the duty of the 
General Assembly at their first session to enforce the provisions of 
this Sectioa by suitable legislation. 

SECTroN 33. All taxes upon property, real or personal, shall be 
laid upon the actual value of the property taxed, as the same shall 
be ascertained by an assessment made for the purpose of laying 
such tax. 



Skctioit 1. The Supreme Eseciitive authority of this State shall 
be vested in a Chief M^atrate, who shall be styled " The Gov- 
ernor of the State of South Carolina." 

Srction '1. The Governor shall be elected by the electors duly 
qualified to vote for members of the House of Representative s, 
and shall hold his office for two years, and until his successor shall 
be chosen and qualified, and shall be re-eligible. He shall be 
elected at the ftrst general election held under this Constitution for 
members of the General Assembly, and at each general election, 
thereafter, and shall be installed during the first session of the said 
General Assembly after his election, on such day as shall be pro- 
vided for by law. The other State ofticers elect shall, at the sami! 
time, enter upon the performance of their duties. 

Section 3. No person shall be eligible t« the olRce of Governor who 
denies the existence of the Supreme Being ; or who at the time ot 
such election has not attained the age of thirty years, and who, 
liscept at the first election under this Constitution, shall not have 
been- a citizen of the United States and a citizen and resident of this 
State for two years next preceding the dity of election. No person 
while Governor shall hold any other office or commission (excepr, 
in the militia) under this State, or any other power, at one and 
the same time. 

Section 4. The returns of every election of Governor shall be 
sealed up by the managers of elections in their respective counties, 
and transmitted, by mail, to the seat of Government, directed to the 
Secretary of State, who shall deliver them to the Speaker of the 
House of Eepreaentatives at the next ensuing session of the Gen- 
eral Assembly, and a duplicate of said retams shall be filed witli 
the Clerks of the Courts of said Counties, whose duty it sliall \n> 
to forward to the Secretary of State a certified copy thereof, u[)ijn 
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being aotifiod that the rnturns previously t'orwarded-by mail have 
not been received at hia office. It shall be the duty of the Secre- 
tary of State, after the eipiration of seven days from the day upon, 
which the votes haye been counted, if the returns thereof from 
any County have not bsen received, to notify the Clerk of the Court 
of said County, and order a copy of tho returns filed in his office 
to be forwarded forthwith. The Secretary of State shall deliver 
the returna to tb© Speaker of the House of iiepresentatives, at 
the next ensuing session of the General Assembly ; and during 
the first week of the session, or as soon as the General Assembly 
shall have organized by the election of the presiding officers of the 
two Houses, the Speaker shall open and publish them in the pre- 
sence of both Houses. The person having the highest number of 
votes shall be Governor ; but if two or more shall be equal, and 
highest in votes, the General Assembly shall, during the same ses- 
sion, in the House of Eepresontativns choose one of them Gov- 
ernor viva voce. Contested elections for Governor shall be deter- 
mined "by the General Assembly in such manner as shall be pre- 
scribed by law. 

Section 5, A Lieutenant Governor shall be chosen at the same 
time, in the same manner, continue in office for the same period, 
and be possessed of the same qualifications as the Governor, and 
shall ex-officio be President of the Senate. 

Section 6. The Lieutenant Governor, while presiding in the 
Senaf«, shall have no vote, unless the Senate be equally divided. 

Section 7. The Senate shall choose a President pro tempore, to act 
in the absence of the Lieutenant Governor, or when he shall exer- 
cise the office of Governor. 

Seciion 8. A member of the Seuato, or of the House of Eepreaen- 
tatives, being chosen and acting as Governor or Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor, shall thereupon vacate hia seat, and another person shall be 
elected in his stead. 

Section 9. In case of the removal of the Governor from his office, 
or his death, resignation, removal from the Stat«, or inability to 
discharge the pow^s and duties of the said office, the same shall 
devolve on the Lieutenant Governor, and the General Assembly, 
at its first session, after the ratification of this Constitution, shall, 
by law, provide for the case of removal, death, resignation, or ina- 
bility, both of the Governor and Lieutenant Governor, declaring 
what officer shall then act as Governor, and such officer shall act 
accordingly, until such disability shall have been removed, or a 
Governor shall have been elected. 

Section 10. The Governor shall be commander-in-chief of the 
militia of the State, except when they shall be called into the actual 
service of the United States. 

Section 11. He shall have power to grant reprieves and pardon 
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after conviction, (except in cases of impeaeliment,) in such n: 
on such tevnia, and under such restrictions as he shall think pro- 
per; and ho flhall have power to remit fines and forfeitures, unless 
otkerwise directed by law. It sLall be his duty to report to the 
General Assembly, at the next refrular session thereafter, e!l par- 
dons granted by hicn, with a full statement of each case, and the 
reasons moving him thereunto. 

Section 12. He shalltafee care that the laws be faithfully oso- 
outed, in mercy. 

Section 13. The Governor and Lieutenant Governor shall, at 
stated limesj receive for their services a compensation, which shall be 
neither increased nor diminished during the period for which they 
shall have been elected. 

Section 14. All Officers in the Executive Department shall, when 
required by the Governor, give him information in writing upon 
any subject relating to the duties of their respective offices. 

Section Ih. The Governor shall, from time to time, give to the 
General Assembly information of the condition of the State, and re- 
commend to their consideration such measures as he shall judge 
necessary or expedient. 

Section 16. He may, on extraordinary occasions, convene the 
General Assembly ; and should either Hovi?e remain without a quo- 
rum for five days, or in case of disagreement between the two 
Houses with respect to the time of adjournment, may adjourn 
them to such time as he shall think proper ; not beyond the time 
of the annual session then next ensuing. 

Seciios 17. He shall commission all ofiicers of fhe State. 

Suction 18. There shall be a Seal of the State, for which the Gen- 
eral Assembly, at its first session, shaH provide, and which shall 
be used by the Governor otRcially, and shall be called " The Great 
Seal of the State of South OaroKna," 

Section 19. All grants and commissions shall be issued in the 
name and by the authority of the State of South Carolina, sealed with 
the Great Seal, signed by the Governor and countersigned by the 
Secretary of State. 

SECTION 2ft The Governor and the Lieutenant 'Governor, before 
entering upon the duties of their respective offices, shall take and 
subscribe the oath of office as prescribed in Article two, section 
thirty of this Constitution. 

Section 21. The Gtovernor shall reside at the capital of the State ; 
but during the sittings of the General Assembly he shall reside 
where its sessions are held, except in case of contagion. 

Section 22. Every bill or joint resolution which shall have passed 
the General Assembly, except on a question of adjournmeiit, shall, 
before it becomes a law, be presented to the Governor, and, if 
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lie approve, lie shall sign it ; if not, lie shall return it, with his 
objections to the House in which it shall have originated ; which 
shall enter the objections at large on its journals, and proceed to 
reconsider it. If, after such reconsideration, two-thirds of that 
House shall agree to pass it, it shall be sent, together with the 
objections, to the other House, by which it shall be reconsidered, 
and, if approved by two-thirds of that House, it shall have the 
same effect as if it had been signed by the Governor ; but, in all 
such cases the vote of both Houses shall be taken by yeas and 
naya, and the names of the persona voting for and against the 
bill or joint resolution, shall be entered on the journals of both 
Houses respectively. If a bill or joint resolution shall not be re- 
turned by the Governor within three days after it shall have been 
presented to him, Sundays excepted, it shall have the same force 
and effect, as if he had signed it, unless the General Assembly, by 
their adjournment, prevent its return, in which c(we it shall not 
have such force and effect unless returned within two days after 
their next meeting, 

Sbgtion 23. There shall be elected by the qualified voters of 
the State, a Comptroller- General, a Treasurer, and a Secretary of 
State, who shall hold their respective ofhces for the term of four 
years, and whose duties and compensation shall be prescribed by 
law. 

AETICLE rV. 

JITDICIIL DEPAKTMEKT. 

Sbction 1. The judicial power of this State shall be vested in a 
Supreme Court, in two Circuit Courts, to wit ; A Court of Common 
Pleas, having civil jurisdiction, and a Court of General Sessions, 
with criminal jurisdiction only ; in Probate Courts, and in Justices 
of the Peace. The General Assembly may also establish such 
municipal and other inferior Courts as may be deemed necessary. 

Section 2. The Supreme Court shall consist of a Chief Justice 
and two Associato Justices, two of whom shall constitute a quorum. 
They shall be elected by a joint vote of the General Aaaembly tor 
the term of six years, and shall continue in office until their suc- 
cessors shall bo elected and qualified. They shall be so classified 
that one of the Justices shall go out of office every two years. 

Section -^. The Chief Justice elected under this Constitution 
shall continue in office for six years, and the General Assembly 
immediately after the said election shall determine which of the 
two Associate Justices elect shall serve for the term of two years 
and which for the term of four years ; and having so deter- 
mined the same, it shall be the duty of the Governor to commis- 
sion them accordingly. 
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. The Supreme Couit shall have appellate jurisdiction 
only in 0dS(!S of Chancery, aud shall constitute a Court for the 
correctiou of errora at law, under such regulations as the Geaeral 
Aseemhly may by law prescribe ; Provided, The said Court shall 
always have power to issue writs of injunction, manilanms, quo 
warranto, habeas ^corpus, and such other original and remedial 
writs as may be necessary to give it a general supervisory control 
over all other Courts in the State. 

Sbciion 5. The Supreme Court shall be-held at least once in 
each year, at the seat of Governmeut, and at such other place or 
places in the 8tate as the Greneral Assembly may direct. 

Sbction 6. No Judge shall preside on the trial of any cause in 
the event of which lie may be interested, or where either of the 
parties shall be connected with him by affinity or consanguinity, 
within such degrees as may be prescribed by law, or in which he 
may have been counsel, or have presided in any inferior Court, 
except by consent of ail the parties. In case all or any of the Judges 
of the Supreme Court shall be thus disqualified from presiding in 
any cause or causes, the Court or the Judges thereof shall certify 
the same to the Governor of the State, and he shall immediately 
commission, specially, the requisite number of men learned in the 
law for the trial and determination thereof. The same course 
shall be pursued in the Circuit and inferior Courts as is prescribed 
in this section for eases of the Supreme Court. 

Section 7. There shall be appointed by the Judges of the Su- 
preme Court a reporter and clerk of said Court, who shall hold 
tlieir ofB.ces fur two years, and whose duties and compensation shall 
be prescribed by law. 

Section 8. When a judgment or decree is reversed or affirmed 
by the Supreme Court, every point made and distinctlv stated in 
writing in the cause, and fairly arising upon the record of the case, 
shall be considered and decided; and the reasons therefor shall be 
concisely and briefly stat«d in writing, and preserved with the re- 
cords of the case. 

Section 9. The Judges of the Supreme Court and Circuit Courts 
shall, at stated times, receive a compensation for their services, te 
be fixed by law, which shall not be diminished during their con- 
tinuance in office. They shall not be allowed any fees or perqui- 
sites of office, nor shall they hold any other office of trust or profit 
under this State, the United States, or any other power. 

Section 10. No person shall be eligible to the office of Judge of 
the Supreme Court or Circuit Courts who is not at the time of his 
election a citizen of the XJnited States, and has not attained the age 
of thirty years, and been a resident of this State for five years next 
preceding his election, or from the adoption of this Constitution. 

Section 11. All vacancies in the Supreme Court or other inferior 

s 
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tribunals sbali he filled by election as lierein prescribed ; Provided, 
Tkat if tlie unexpired term does not exceed one year, such vacancy 
may bo filled by Executive appointment. All Judges, by virtue of 
tlieir ofB.ce, shall be conservators of the peaoe throughout the 
State. 

SkctIon 12. In hU cassis decided by the Supreme Court, \\ 'con- 
currence of two of the Judfrea shall be necessary to a decision. 

Section 13. The State shall be divided into conveaient circuits, 
and for each circuit a Judge shall be elected by joint ballot of the 
General Assembly, who shall hold his office for a term of four 
years, aiid during liis continuance in office he shall reside in the 
circuit of which he is Judge. 

Sbctich 14. Judges of the Circuit Court shall interchange cir- 
cuits with each other in such 'manner as may be detormiaed by 
law. 

Section 15. The Courts of Common Pleas shall have exclusive 
jurisdiction iu all cases of divorce, and exclusive original jurisdic- 
tion in all civil cases and afltions r.x delicto, which shall not be cog- 
nizable before Justices of the Peace, and appellate jurisdiction in 
all such cases as may be provided by law. They shatl have power 
to issue writs ot.mandamus, prohibition, ixire facias, and all other 
writs which may be necessary for carrying their powers fuUy into 
e^eot- 

Section 16. The Court of Common Pleas shall sit in each Judi- 
cial District in this 8tat6 at least twice in every year, at such stated 
times and pltices as may be appointed by law. It shall hare 
jurisdiction in all matters of Equity, but the Courts heretofore es- 
tablished ftr that purpose shall continue as now organized until 
the first day of January one thousand eight hundred and'sisty- 
aine for the disposition of causes now pending therein, unless 
otherwise provided by law, 

SecTjroK 17. The General Astsembly sh^ll provide by law for the 
preservation of the . records of the Courts of Elquity, and also for 
the transfer to the Court of Common Pleas .and Probate Courts 
for final decision oS all causes that may reniain undetermined. It 
shall be the duty of the Judges of the Supreme and Circuit Courts 
to file their decisions within sixty days froin the last day of the 
term of court at which the causes were heard. 

Sectioh 18. The Court of General Sessions, shall have exclu- 
sive jurisdiction over al! criminal cases which shall not be other- 
wise provided for by law. It shall ait in each County in the State 
nt least three times in each year, at such stated times and places 
as the General Assembly may direct. 

Sbctios 19. The qualified electors of eauh County shall elect 
three persiins for the term "^^ '^'^ years, who shall constitute a 
Board of County Commissioners which shall have jurisdiction over 
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roads, highways, fi'iries, bridgss, and m all matters relating to 
taxes, disbursements of money for Coutity purpgses, ami in every 
other case that may be necessary to the interaa^mpro¥em.ent ^nd 
h)oal concerns . of the respective Counties: Provided, Thntinall 
eases there shall be the rig-ht of appeal to the State Courts. 

Section 20. A Court of Probate shall be established in each 
County, with jurisdiction in all matters testamentary and of ad- 
ministration, in business appertaining to minors and the allot- 
ment of dower in cases of idiocy and lunacy, and persona nort 
compotes mentis. The Judge of said Court shall be elected by the 
qualified electors of the respective Counties for the term of two 
years. 

Sectioii 21. A competent number of Justices of the Peace and 
Constables shall be chosen in' each County by the qualified elec- 
tors thereof, in such manner as the General Assembly may direct ; 
they shall hold their offices for a term of two years and until ^ their 
successors are elected and qualified. They shall reside in the 
County, city or beat for which they are elected, and the Justices of 
the Peace shall be commissiorced by the Governor. 
■ Section 22. Justices of the Peace, individually, or two or more 
of them jointly, as the General Assembly may direct, shall have 
origiaal jurisdiction in cases of bastardy, and in^ all matters of 
contract, and actions for the recovery of fines and forfeitures where 
the am.ount claimed does not exceed one hundred doUars, and such 
jurJsdictioB as may be provided by law in actions ex delicto, where 
the damages claimed do not exceed one hundred dollars ; and 
prosecutions for assault and battery and other penal offences less 
than felony, punishable by fines only. 

Section 23. They may also sit as examjuing Courts and commit, 
discharge, or recognize (except in capital cases) persons charged 
with offences, subject to such regulations as the General Assembly 
may provide; they shall also havc/power to bind over to keep the 
peace, or for good behavior. For the foregoing purposes they 
shall have power to issue all necessary processes. 

Section 24. Every action cognizable before Justices of the Peace 
instituted by summons or warrant, shall be brought before some 
Justice of the Peace in the County or city where the defendant 
resides^ and in all such causes tried by them, the right of appeal 
shall be secured under such rules and regulations as may be pro- 
vided by law. 

Section 25. The Judges of Probate, County Commissioners, Jus- 
tices of the Peace, and Constables, shall receive for their services 
such compensation and fees as the General Assembly may from 
time to time by law direct. 

Section 26. Judges shall not charge juries in respect to matters 
of fact, but may state the testimony and declare the law. 
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Section 27. There sliall be elected in each County, by the 
electors thereof, one Clerk for the Court of Common Pleas, who 
shall hold hie office for the term of four years, and until his auc- 
ceaaor shall be elected and qualified. He shall, by virtue of his 
office, be clerk of all other Courts of Eecord held therein ; but the 
General Assembly may provide by law for the election of a Clerk, 
with a like term of office, for ea<;h or any other of the Courts of Re- 
cord, and may authoriKo the Judge of the Probate Court to per- 
form the duties of Clerk for his Court, under such regulations as 
the General Assenjbly may direct. Clerks of Courts shall be re- 
moveable for such cause, and in such ciauner as shall be prescribed 
by law. 

Sectioti '2S. There shall be an Attorney- General for the State, 
who shall perform such duties as may be prescribed by law. He 
ahall be elected by the qualified electors of the State for the term 
of four years, and shall receive for his services such compensation 
as shall be fixed by law. 

Skctioh 29. There shall be one Solicitor for each circuit, who 
flhall reside therein, to be elected by the qualified electors of the 
circuit, who shall hold his ofiice for the term of four years, and 
shall receive for his services such compensation as shall be fixed 
by law. In all eases where an Attorney for the State, of any 
circuit, fails to attend and prosecute, according to law, the Court 
shall have powpr to appoint an Attorney jwo tempore. 

Section -10. The qualified electors of each County shall elect a 
Sheriff ai.d a Coroner, for the term of four years, and until their 
fluccessors are elected and qualified ; they shaU reside in their 
re.'^pective Counties during their continuance in office, and be dis- 
qualified for the office a second time, if it should appear that they 
or either of them are in default for monies collected by virtue of 
'■.heir respective offices. 

Section 31. All writs and processes shall run, and all prosecu- 
tions shall be conducted in the name of the State of South Caro- 
lina ; aU writs shall be attested by the clerk of the court from 
which they shall be issued ; and all indictments shall conclude 
against the peace and dignity of the State 

Skction S'2. The General Assemhlv shall provide by law for the 
speedy publication of the decisions of the Snpreme Court made 
under this Constitution. 

Section 33. The first General Assembly convened under this 
Constitution, at their first session, immediately after their perma- 
nent organization, ahall ratify the amendment to the Constitution 
of the United States, known as the Fourteenth Article, proposed 
by the Thirty-Ninth Congress. 

Section 34. All contracts, whether under seal or not, the con- 
sideration of which were for the purchase of slaves, are hereby 
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declared null dud void and of no effect, and no suit, oitlier at law 
or equity, shall be oommenced or prosecuted for the enforoeraent 
oi such contracts, and all proceedings to enforce satisfaction or 
payment on jndgm«nts or decrees, rendered, recorded, enrolled or 
entered up on such contracts, in any Court of this State, are hereby 
prohibited, and all orders heretofore mnde in this Stat«, in relation 
to such, contracts, whereby property is hold subject to decision as 
to the validity of such contracts, are also hereby declajped null and 
void and of no «£fect- 



arti(;;le v. 

JCEiePRCDEfCB. 

Section 1. The General Ass^mhly shall pass such laws as may 
be necessary and proper, to decide differences by arbitrators, to be 
appointed by the parties who m/iy choose that sumnaary modn 
of adjustment. 

8Bcno;s 2. It shall be the duty of the General Assembly to pass 
the necessary laws for the change of venue in all cases, civil and 
criminal, over which the Oireuit Courts have orijrinal jurisdic- 
tion, upon a proper showing, supported by aifidavit, that a fair and 
impartial trial cannot be had in the County where such trial or 
prosecution was commenced. 

Sbotion 0. The General Assembly, at its first session after 
the adoption of this Constitution, shall make provision to revise. 
digest, and arran^^, under proper heads, the body of our laws. 
civil and criminal, and form a penal code, founded upon principles 
of reformation, and have the same promulgated in such manner 
AH they may direct ; and a like revision, digest and promulgation 
shall be made within every subsequent period of ten years. 
That justice may be adminisfflred in a uniform mode of pleading 
without distinction between law and equity, they shall provide for 
abolishing the distinct forms of action, and for that purpose shall 
appoint some suitable person or persons, whose duty it shall be to 
revise, simplify, and abridge the rules, practice, pleadings, and 
forms of the courts now in use in this State. 



Section 1. The State shall have concurrent jurisdiction on al' 
rivers bordering on this State, so far as such rivers shall' form .■> 
a boundary to this and any other State bounded by tin' 
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same ; and they, together with all other navigahlo wa-tera withia 
the hmits of the State shall be commoa highways, and forever 
free, aa well to the iahaliitanta of this State as to the citizens of the 
United States, without any tas or impost therefor, unless the Same 
be ezpresaly provided for by the General Assembly. 

Section 'i. The title to all lands and other property, -which have 
heretofore accrued to this State by grant, gift, purchase, forfeiture, 
escheats, or otherwise, shall vest in the State of South Carolina the 
8am.e as though no change had taien place. 

Sectiow 3. The people of the State are declared to possess the 
nltiaiat* property in and to all lands within the jurisdiction of the 
State ; and all lands, the title to which shall fail haw. defect of 
heirs, shall revert, or escheat to the people. 



ARTICLE VII. 

IlIPEACHMEHTS. 

Section 1. The House of Eepresentativea shall have the e 
power of impeachment. A vote of two-thirds of all the memb 
elected shall be required for an impeachment, and any officer iia- 
peached, shall thereby be suspended from office until judgment in 
the case shall have been pronounced. 

Section 2. All impeachments shall be tried by the Senate, and 
when sitting for that purpose, they shall be under oath or affirm- 
ation. No person shall be convicted except by vote of two-thirds 
of all the members elected. When the Governor is impeached, 
the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, or the senior Judge, shall 
preside, with a easting vote in all preliminary questions. 

Section 3. The Governor and all other executjye and judicial 
officers, shall be liable to impeachment ; but judgment in such case 
shall not extend further than removal from office. The persons 
coDvicted, shall nevertheless, be liable to indictment, trial and 
punishment according to law. 

Sbchos 4. For any wilful neglect of duty, or other reasonable 
cause, which shall not be sufficient ground of impeachment, the 
Governor shall remove any executive or judicial officer on the ad- 
dress of two-thirds of each House of the General Assembly. Fro- 
vided, that the*ause, or causes, for which said removal may be 
required, shall be stated at length in such address, and entered 
on the journals of each House. And provided further, ^aX the 
officer intended to be removed shall be notified of such cause or 
causes, and shall be admitted to a hearing in his own defence, be- 
fore any vote for such address ; and in all eases, the vot« shall be 
taken by yeas and nays, and be entered on the journals of each 
House respectively. 
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AETICLE VIII. 

BIGHT OF SHrrELAQE. 

SRcrioN 1. In all elections by the people the electors shall votfl 
by ballot. 

Seci'ion 2. Every male citizen of the United States, of the age of 
twenty-one years and upwards, not laboring under the disabilities 
named in this Constitution, without distinction of race, color, or 
former Cijndition, who ehall bo a resident of this Stat* at the time 
of the adoption of this Constitution, or wlm shall thereafter reside 
in this Stat* one year, and in the County in which he offers to 
vote, eisty days next preceding uny election, shall be entitled 
to vote for all officers that are now, or hereafter may be, elected 
by the people, and upon all questions submitted to the eleetora at 
any elections ; Provided, That no person shall be allowed to vote or 
bold office who ts now or hereafter may be disqualified therefor by 
the Constitution of the United States, until such disqualifica- 
tion shall be removed iiy the Congress of the United States ; Pro- 
vided fwrther, That no person, while kept in any alms house or 
asylum, or of unsound mind, or confined in any public prison, 
shall be allowed to vote or hold office. 

Section 3. It shall be the duty of the General Assembly to pro- 
vide from time to time for the registration of all electors. 

Sbctioh 4. Fot the purpose of voting no person shall be dee mi d 
to have lost his residence by reason of absence while employed in 
the service of the United States, nor while engaged upon the 
waters of this State of the United States, or of the Jugh seas, nor 
while temporarily absent from the State. 

Sectioh 5. No soldier, seaman or marine in the army or navy of 
the United States shall be deemed a resident of this State in con- 
•equence of having been stationed therein. 

Section ti. Electors shall, in al! cases, except treasoE; felony or 
breach of the peace, be privileged from arrest and civil process 
during their attendance at elections, and in going to and returning 
from the same. 

Suction 7. Every person entitled to vote at any election shal! 
be ehgible to any office which now is or hereafter shall be elective 
by the people in the County where he shall have resided sixty days 
previoue to such election, except as otherwise provided in this Con- 
stitution or the Constitution and laws of the United States. 

Section %. The General Astiembly •ball never pasH any law that 
will deprive anj;of the citizens of this State of the right of suf- 
frage except for traaaon, murder, robbery, or duelling, whereof the 
persons shall have -been duly tried and convicted. 
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Section 9. Presidential eleotora sha.!! be elected by the people, 
Sectioit 10. In all elections held by the people undor this Coa- 
Btitution, the person or persons who shall receive the highest num- 
ber of votes shall be declared elected. 

Section 11. The provision of tliis ConstJtutitn ooocerning the 
term of residence necessary to enable persons to hold certain offices 
therein mentioned, shall not be held to apply to officers chosen by 
the people at the first election, or by the General ABsembly at its 

Section 12. No person shall be disfranchised for felony, or other, 
eriniea committed \fhile such pevson was a slave. 



ARTICLE IX. 

FI5AN0E tUIl liXi-TION. 

Section 1. The Glener&i Assembly shall provide by law for a uni- 
form and equal rate of assessment ond taxation, and shall prescribe 
sach regulations as shaU secure a just valuation for taxation of all 
property, real, personal and possessory, except mines and mining 
olaimsf the proceeds of which alone shall be taxed ; and also ex- 
cepting such property as may be exempted by law for municipal, 
educational, literary, scientific, religious or charitable purposes. 

Sbctioh 2. The General Assembly may provide annually for u 
poll tax not to exceed ono dollar on each poll, which shall bo ap- 
plied exclusively to the pubhc school fund. And no additional 
poll tax shall be levied by any municipal corporation. 

Suction 3. The General Assembly shall provide for an annual tax 
sufficient to defray the estimated expenses of the State for each 
year; and whenever it shall happen that such ordinary expenses of 
the State for any year shall exceed the income of the State for such 
year, the General Assembly shall provide for levying a tax for the 
ensuing year sufficient, with other sources of income, to pay the 
deficiency of the preceding year, together with the estimated ex- 
penses of the ensuing year. 

SBCTioif 4. No tax shall be levied except in pursuance of a law, 
which shall distinctly state the object of the same ; to which object 
such tax shall be applied. 

SfiCTroK 5. It shall be the duty of the General Assembly to enaci 
laws for the exemption from taxation of all public schools, colleges, 
and institutions of learning, all charitable iuetitutLons ia the uatur« 
of asylums for the infirm, deaf and dumb, blind, idiotic and indi- 
gent persons, all public Ubraries, churches and burying grounds; 
but properly of associations and societies, although connected with 
charitable objects, shall^not be exempt from State, County or 
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Municipal taxation ; Provided, That tliis exemption, ahai! not ex- 
tend beyond the buildings and premisea aetually orieiipied by 
such schools, colleges, institutions o£ learning, aaylums, libraries, 
churphee and burijal grounds, although connected with charitable 
objects. 

Sectioh 6. The General Assembly eliall provide for the valuation 
and assessment of all landis and the improvements thereon prior 
to the assembling, of the General Assembly of one tbousafid eight 
hundred and seventy, and thereafter un every fifth year. 

SBcrroK 7. For tbe purpose <rf' defraying extraordinary expendi- 
tures, the Stat« may contract pubHc debts ; but such debtn shall 
be authorized by law for some single object, to be distinctly speci- 
fied therein ; and no snob law shall take effect until it sbaU have 
been passed by the vote, of two-tbirds of the members of each 
branch of the General Assembly, to be reciirded by yeas and nays 
on the journals of eaeb House respectively ; and every such law 
shall levy a lax annually sufficient to pay the aouual interest of 
■uuh debt, 

Sbctioh ,8. The corporate authorities of Counties, Townships, 
School Districts, Cities, Towns and Villages may be vested with, 
power to assess and collect taxes for corporate purposes ; such 
taxes to be uniform in respect to persons and property within the 
jurisdiction of the body imposing the same. And the General 
Assembly shall require that all the property, except that hereto- 
fore exempted witiiin the limits of municipal coiporations, shall 
be taxed for the payment of debts contracted under authority of 
lam. 

Sec'juon 9. The General Assembly shall provide for the incorpo- 
ration and organization of cities and towns, and shall restrict 
their powers of taxation, borrowing money, contracting debts, and 
loaning tlieic credit. 

Seciioh 10. No scrip, certificate, or other evidence of State in- 
debtedness shall be issued, except for the redemption of stock, 
bonds, or other evidences of indebtedness previonsly iseaed, or ioi 
such debts as are expressly authorized in this Constitation. 

Sectiok 11. An accurate statement of t^e receipt and expendi- 
tures of the public money shall be published with the laws of each 
regular session of the General Assembly in such manner as may, 
by law, be directed. 

SbcxioK' 12. Ko money shall be drawn &om the Treasury but in 
pursuance of appropriations made by law. 

Sbctton 13. The fiscal 'y«ar shall commence on the first day of 
November in each year. 

Sbction 14. Any debt contracted by the State shall be by loan 
on State Bonds, of amounts not less than fifty dollars each, 
on interest, payable within twenty years after the fin^ pas- 
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a^e of the law authorizing such debt. A correct registry of all 
such bonds shall be kept by the Treasurer in numerical order, 
so as always to exhibit the number and amount unpaid, and to 
whom Hoverally made payable. 

Section 15. Suitable lawa shall be paaaed by the General Assem- 
bly for the safe keeping, transfer and diaburaement of the State, 
County and School funds, and all officers and other persons 
chjirged with the same, shall Jceep an accurate entry of each suni 
received, and of each payment and transfer ; and shall give such 
security for the faithful dischai^e of such duties aa the General 
Assembly may provide. And it shall be the duty of the ODiieral 
Asseinbly to pass laws making embezzlement of such funds a felony, 
punishable by fine and imprisonment proportioned to the amount 
of deficiency or embezzlement, and the party convicted of such 
felony shall be disqualified from ever holding any office of honor 
or emolument in this State ; Provided, however, That the General 
Assembly, by a two-third vote, may remove the disability upon 
payment in full of the principal and. intereat of the sum embezzled. 

Skctios 16. No debt contracted by this State in behalf of the 
late rebellion, in whole or in part, shall ever be p.iid. 



AETICLE X. 



81CTION I. The supervision of public instruction shall be veeted 
in n State Superintendent.of Education, who shall bo elected by 
the qualified electors of the State in such manner and at such timei 
as the other State officers .are elected ; his powers, duties, term of 
office and compenaation shall be defined by the General Assembly. 

SicTioH' '1, There shall be elected biennially, in each County, by 
the qiialified eleotors tJiereof, one School Commissioner, said 
Commis^Pliers to constitute a State Eoard of Education, of 
which the State feqpetintendent shall, by virtue of hla office, be 
Chairman; the powers, duties, and compensation of the members 
of said Board shall be determined by law. 

SsCTtoK 3< .The General Assembly shall, as soon as practicable 
after the adoption of this Constitution, provide for a liberal and 
uniform system of free public si^hools throughout the State, and 
ahall also make provision for the division of the State into suitable 
School Districts. There shall be kept open at least six months 
in each year one or more schools in each School District. 

Sectiob 4. It shall be the duty of the General ABsembly to pro- 
vide for the compulsory attendance, at either public or private 
schools, of all children between the ages of six aad sisteea yeara, 
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Tiot physicflilly or mentally disabled, for a term equivalent to 
twenty-four months, at least : Provided, Tliat no law to that effeet 
shall be passed until a system of publio schools has been thoronghly 
nnd completely organiied, and facilities affori^ed to all the inhabi- 
tants of the State for tbe free education of their children. 

Section 5. The General Assembly shall levy at each regular 
session after the adoption of this Oonstitution an annual tax on all 
taxable property throup;hout the Statefor the support of public 
Bohools, which tax shall be collected at the same time and by the 
•ame agents as the general State levy, and shall be paid into the 
Treasury of the State. There shall be assessed on all taxable 
polls in the State an annual tax of one dollar on each poll, the 
proceeda of which tax shall be appjied solely to educational pur- 
poses. Provided, That no person shall ever be deprived of the 
right of suffrage for the non-payment of said tax. No other poll 
or capitation tax shall be levied in the State, nor shall the amount 
aseeBsed on each poll exceed the limit given in this section. The 
School Tax shall be distributed among the several School Diitricli 
of the State, in proportion to the respective number of pupils at- 
tending the public schools. No religious sect or sects shall have 
oiclusive right to, or control of any part of the school fundi of the 
State, nor shall sectarian principles be taught in the public schools. 

Section 6. Within live years after the first regular seasion of 
the General Assembly, following the adoption of.thia Constitution, 
it ehall be the duty of the General Assembly to provide for the 
e«tabli8!iment and support of a State Norm^ School, which shall 
be open to all persons who may wish to become teachers. 

Section 7, Educational institutions for the benefit of all the 
blind, deaf and dumb, and such other benevolent institutions. 
KB the public good may require, shall be estabhshed and supported 
by the State, subject to such regulations as may be prescribed by 
law. 

Section S. Provisions shall be made by law, aa soon as practica- 
ble, for the establishment and maintenance of a State Befbnn 
School for juvenile offenders. 

Section 9. The General Assembly shall provide for the main- 
tenance of the State University, and as soon as practicable, provide 
for the establishment of an Agricultural College, and shall ap- 
propriate the land given to this State, for the support of such a 
college, by the Act of Congress, passed July second, one thousand 
eight hundred and sixty-two, or the raojiey or scrip, as the case 
may be arising from the sale of said lands, or any lands which 
may hereafter be given or appropriated for such purpose, for the 
support and maintenance of such college, and may mate the same 
a branch of the State University, for instruction in Agriculture, 
the Mechanic Arts, and the Natural Sciences connected therewith- 
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Section 10. All the public schools, colloges, and TiuiverRities of 
this State supported in whole or in part by the public funds, shall 
be free and open to all the children and youths of the State, with- 
out regard to race or color. 

Suction 11. The proceeds of all lauds that have been or here- 
after may be givon by the United States to this State for educa- 
tional purposes, and not otherwise appropriated by this State or 
the tJnited States, and of all lands or other property given by in- 
dividuals, or appropriated by the State for like purpose, and of all 
estates of deceased persons who have died without leaving a will 
or heir, shall be securely invested and sacredly preserved as a 
State School Fund, and the annual interest and income of said 
fund, together with such other means as the General Assembly 
may provide, shall be faithfully appropriated for the purpose of 
establishing and maintaining free public echoola, and for no other 
purposes or uses whatever. 



ARTICLE XI. 

CHABITAIILT. AND FEHAL IKSTITtTTrONS. 

Section 1. Institutions for the benefit of the insane, blind, deaf 
and dumb, and the poor, shall always be fostered and supported 
by this State, and shall be subject to such regulations as the Gen- 
eral Assembly may enact. 

Sbctiok 2. The Directors of the Penitentiary sh^ be elected or 
appointed, as the General Assombly may direct. 

Section 3. The Directors of the benevolent and other State in- 
stitutions, such as may be hereafter created, shall be appointed by 
the Governor, by and with the consent of the Senate ; and upon 
al! nominations made by the Governor, the question shall be taken 
by yeas and nays, and entered upon the journals. 

Section 4. The Governor shall have power to fill all vacancies 
that may occur in the offices aforesaid, until the next session of 
the General Assembly, and until a successor or successors shall be 
appointed and confirmed. 

Section -5. The respective Counties of this State shall make such 
provision, as may be detormined by law, for all those inhabitants 
who by reason of t^e, and infirmities orjmiafortunes, may have 
a claim upon the sympathy and aid of society 

Section 6. The Physician of the Lunatic Asylum, who shall be 
superintendent of the same, shall be appointed by the Governor, 
with the advice and consent of the Senate. AH other necessary 
officers and employes shall be appointed by the Governor. 



dbyGoogle 



ARTICLE Xn. 

COKPOEiTIONS. 

SscTifls 1. Corporations may be formed under general laws ; but 
all aucli lawa may from time to time be altered or repealed. 

Section 2. The property of corporations now existing or hereaf- 
ter created, ihall be subject to taxation, except in cases otherwise 
provided for in this Constitution, 

Sectiok 8. No right of way shall be appropriated to the use of 
any corporation until fnll compensation therefor shall be first made, 
or secured by a deposit of money to the owner, irrespective of any 
benefit from any improvement proposed by such corporation, which 
compensation shall be aseertamed by a jury of twelve men, in a 
Court of Eecord, as shall be prescribed by law. 

Section 4, Dues from corporations shall be secured by such 
individual liability of the stockholders and other means, as may 
be prescribed by law. 

Section 5. Ail general laws and special acts passed pursuant to 
this section, shall make provisions therein for fixing the personal 
liability of stockholders under proper limitations; and shall pre- 
vent and punish fraudulent mierepreseiitationa as to the capita! 
Eroperty and resources of such corporations ; and shall also regu- 
ita the public use of t^l franchises which have heretofore been, or 
hereafter may be created ca granted, by or under the authority of 
this State, and shall limit all tolls, imposts, and other charges and 
demands uiider such laws. 

Section 6. The General Assembly shall grant no charter for 
banking purposes, nor" renew any banking corporations now in 
existence, except upon t&e condition that, the stockholders shall be 
liable to the amount of their respective share or .shares of stock 
in such banking institution, for all its debts and liabilities, upon 
note, bill, or otherwise; and upon the further condition tbat no 
director or other ofl^ser of said corporation shall borrow any 
money from said corporation ; and if any director or other officer 
shall be convicted upon indictment of directly or indirectly violalf- 
ing this Section, he shall be punished by fine or imprisonment, at 
the discretion of the Court. The books, papers, and accounts of 
all banks shall be open to inspection, under such regulationsjas 
may be prescribed by law. 

AETIOLE XIII. 



Sectiok 1. The Militia of this State shall consist of all able- 
bodied male citizens of the State between the ages of eighteen 
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and £(irty-iive yeara, exuept Biioli persons as ova now, iir may here- 
after be, exempted by the laws oi tlie United States, or who may 
be adverse to bearing arms, as provided for in this Constitution ; 
and shall be organized, armed, equipped and diHciplined as the 
General Assembly may by law provide. 

Section 2, The Gtovemor ahalt have power to call out the niilitis 
to execute the lawa, repel invasion, repress insurrection, and pre- 
serve the public peace. 

Section 3. There shall be an Adjutant and Inspector- General 
elected by the qualified electors of the State, at the same time and 
in the same manner as other State officers, who shall rank as a 
Brigadier- General, and whose duties and compensation shall be 
prescribed by law. The Governor shall appoint, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate, such other staff officers as the 
General Aasembly may direct. 



AETICLE XIV. 



Section 1. No person sliall be elected or appointed to any office 
in this State, unless he possess the qualifications of an elector. 

Section 2. Lotteries, and the sale of lottery tickets, for any pur- 
pose whatever, are prohibited, and the General Assembly shall pre- 
Tent the same by penal laws. 

Section 3. The State Library shall be subject to such ^eg^llation^ 
as the General Assembly may prescribe 

Section 4. The' General Assembly may direct, bv law, in what 

manner claims against the Stat« mav be estabhshed and adjusted. 

Suction 5. Divorces from the bonds of matrimony shall not b^- 

allowed but by the judgment of a Court, as shall be prescribed by 

law. 

Section 6. No person who denies the existence of tbe Supreme 
Being shall hold any office under this Constitution. 

Section 7. The printing of the laws, joarnala, bills, legislativt 
documents and papers for each branoli of the General Assembly, 
with the printing required for the Executive and other depiirtmentt- 
of State, shall be let, on contract, in such manner as ahall be pre 
icribed by law. 

Section 5. The real and personal property of a woman, bel'l ai 
the time of her marriage, or that which she may thereafter acquirt . 
either by gift, grant, inheritance, devise, or otherwise, shall noi 
be subject to levy and sale for her husband's debts ; but shall h^ 
held as her separate property and may be bequeathed, devised, oi 
alienated by her the^ same as if she were unmarried : Provide-, 
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That no gift or grant from the husband to the wife shall be detri- 
meDtal to the just claims of his creditors. 

Secxion 9. The General Aasemhly shall provide for the removal 
of all causes, which may be pending when this Constitution goes 
into effect, to Courts created by the same. 

Sectios 10. The election for all State ofBoers shall take place at 
the same time as is provided for that of members of the UenertJ 
Assembly, and the election for those officers whose terms of ser- 
vice are for four years, shall be held at the time of each alternate 
general election 



AKXICLE XV. 



Section 1. Any amendment or amendments to this Constitution, 
may be proposed in the Senate or House of Hepresentatives. If 
she same be agreed to by tworthirds of the members elected to 
each House, such amendment or. amendments shall be entered on 
the journals respectively, with the yeas and nays taken thereon; 
and the same shall he submitted to the qualified electors of the 
State, at the next general election thereafter for Eepresentatives, 
and if a- majority of the electors, qualified to vote for members of 
the General Assembly, voting thereon, shall vote in favor of such 
amendment oramendment's, and two-thirdsof each branchof the next 
General Assembly shall, after such an election, and before another, 
ratify tlio same amendijient or amendments, by yeas and naya, the 
same shall beoome part of the Constitution ; Provided, That such 
iimendment or amendments shall have been read three times, on 
^hree several days in each House. 

Section 2. If twO or more amendments shall be submitted at 
the same time, they shall be submitted in such manner that the 
electors shall vote for or against each of such amendments sepa- 
rately. 

Section 3. Whenever two-tliirds of the members elected to 
each branch of the General Assembly ah»ll think it necessary to 
call a Convention to revise, amend, or change this . Constitution, 
they shall recommend to the electors to vote at the next election 
for Eepresentatives, for or against a Convention; and if a majority 
of ail the electors voting at said election shall have voted for a 
Convention, the General Assembly shall, at their next session, 
provide by hiw for calhug the same ; and such Convention shall 
consist of a number of members, not less than thai of the most 
aiimeroua branch of the General Assembly. 
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Wm. M. Thomas, 
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COLLETON. 

Wm. Driffle, 
Wm. M. Viney. 
CLARENDON. 

Wm. Nelson. 
CHESTEEFIELD. 

H. L. Shrewsbury. 
DAELINGTON. 

Eichard Humbird, 
B. F. Whittemore. 
EDGEFIELD. 

John Bonum, 
David Harris. 
John Wooley. 
FAIEFIELD. 
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James M. Eutland. 
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Wilsoa Cooke, 
Wm. B. Johnson. 
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Joseph H. Eainey, 
Henry W. Webb. 
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Augustus ThompBOi 
KEESHAW. 
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J. K. Jillson. 
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Charles Jonea. 
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Nelson Davie, 
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MARION. 
Wm. 8. Collins, H. K, HayHe, 

J. W. Johnson, Benj. A. Tlionipaon. 

MARLBORO. 
George Jaoksou, Calvin Stubbs. 

NEWBEEBY. 
B. Odell Duncan, James Henderson, 

Lee Nance. 
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E. J. Cain, E. W. M. Mackey, 

W. J. MoKinlay, T. K. Sasportas, 
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John W. Mead, 
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AN OKDINANCE 

Declaring null and voiil all Contracts and Judgments and Be- 

crees heretofore made and entered up, where the consideraiion was 

for the pwrchase of slaves. 

We, the People of South Carolina, in Convention met, do hereby 
ordain, That all coatracts, whether under seal or not the con- 
sideration of which was the jurchaae of slaves are herebj de- 
oared null, void, and of ao effe t and no bu t e ther at law or n 
equity, shall be commenced or pro^ec ted for the enforcement of 
such contracts. 

yfiCTioTj 2. That all proceedmga to enforce sat sfa tion or pay 
ment of judgment or dee ees rendered recorde 1 enrolled ot 
entered up on such contracts in anj Cuurt of this btate are hereby 
prohibited. 

Section 3. That all orders heretofore made in any Court in this 
State in relation to such contracts, whereby property is held sub- 
ject to decision, as to the vaHdity of such contracts, are also herebj 
declared null, void, and of no effect. 

Done in Oonvention, at the city of Charleston, this thirtieth day 
of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and sixty-eight. 

A. G. MACKEY, 
President of the Constitutional Convention. 
Attest ; 

C. J. Stoi.bkamu, Secretary. 



AN OEDINANCE 

Defining the Pay and Mileage of the Members and O^icert of tkii 
Convention. 
We, the People of Smith Carolina, in Convention assembled, 
do ordain: That the pay, per diem, of the members shall 
be eleven dollars (311.00); Sei^eant-at-Arms, eleven dollars 
($11.00); Secretary, eleven dollar^ ($11.00); Assistant Sergeant- 
at Arms, eight dollars, (I8.0D) ; Assistant Secretary, eight dol- 
lars, ($8.00) ; Engrossing Clerk, eight dollars, ($8.00) ; Bead- 
ing Clerk, seven dollars ($7.00); Doorkeeper, eight dollars ($8.00); 
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Aseistant Doorkeeper, six dollars (8G.00) ; Two Mesaengore, five 
dollars ($5.00) each ; and Janitor, four dollara (84.00) ; in bills re- 
ceivable of the State, which have not the par value of "United 
States currency. 

SicTioK 2. And he vt further ordaintd, Thatthe mlleageof mem- 
bers and officers of the Convention shall be twenty (20) cents pei 
mile to and from the Convention by the ueual mail routes. 

Section 8. And he it further ordained, That all payments made 
in conformity to the several provisions of this Ordinance or Ordi- 
nances, shall be upon the recommendation of the I'inance Conamit' 
tee and upon the authority of the President of the Convention. 
Done in Convention, at the city of Charleston, this thirty-firai 
day of January, in the year of our Lord, one thousand eight 
hundred and sixty-eight. 

A. G. MACKEY, 
President Constitutional Convention. 
Attest : 

C. J Stolbramd, 

Secretary. 



AN OEDINANCE 

To Levy a Special Tax to Defray the Expenses of this Convention! 
and preserve the credit of >he State. 

We, the People of the State of South Carolina, hy owr Delegates 
in Convention ntet, do ordain, That there shall be assesaed and 
collected by the Tax Collectors of the several Districts and Parishes 
in this State, in addition to the tax already levied under Genera! 
Order, No. 139, iasued from Headquarters Second Military Dia- 
trict, by Brevet Major General E R. S. Canby, commanding said 
District, dated Charleston, December 3, 1867, the following tases; 
which shall bo collected hy the persons, and at the timea and ip 
the manner prescribed by said General Order : On all real estate 
aeyen ani a half cents on every hundred dollars, excepting such 
lands as are exempted in Article 1 of said General Order. On 
articles manufactured for sale, barter or exchange, between the 
first day of January, 1868, and the first day of January, IRCO, 
fifteen cents on every hundred dollars, to be paid by the manu- 
facturer. On buggies, carrit^es, gold and ailver plate, watches, 
jewelry and pianos, on hand on the first of January, 1868, except 
when held by dealers for purposea of sale, fifty cents on every 
hundred dollars. From the sale of goods, wares, or merchandize, 
embracing all the articles of trade, sale, barter, or exchange, (the 
cotton taxed by the United States excepted,) which any person 
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shaii make beiween the lirst dttj of Jauuavj, iSIJS, and the tliirty- 
first day of December, 186S, fifteen uetitaon every one hundred dol- 
lars. And the Tax Collectors, Sheriffs, or any other peraonH whose 
duty it may bo to collect, or the Treasurer of tho State, whose 
duty it is to reeeivo, shall be liable upon their respective official 
bonds for neglecting or refusing to collect, safely keep, pay over, 
and disburse the same in conformity to the orders of this Couven- 

Sbctiof 2. Beit further ordained, That a sufficient amount of the 
sum thus realized is hereby appropriated to refund to the Treas- 
urer of the State of South Carolina any sum or sums which may 
be advanced by the order of General Canhy, or otherwise, for the 
payment of the^wr diem, mileage, or other expenses of this Con- 
ventioa, in Bills Eeceivable of Sie State. 

Section 3. Be it further ordained, That the faith and credit of the 
State are hereby pledged for the redemption of Bills Eeceivable of 
the State of South Carolina, issued ia confbrmity to an Act of the 
General Assembly of the said State in December, 1865, and subse- 
quently the Act of September, 1866 ; and also for the payment of 
the bonds and other obligations of the State : Proaided, That all 
obligations created for the purpose of aiding the rebeUion, and for 
maintaining a hostile government to the laws and authorities of 
the United States are hereby declared to be null and void, and 
shall never be paid by any tax to be imposed upon the people of 
South Carolina. 

Sbotion 4, Be it further ordained. That for the purpose of de- 
Fraying the current expenses of this Convention, the payment of its 
officers, members, and contingent accounts. Brevet Major General 
E. R. S. Canby, Commanding the Second Military IHstriot, be 
requested to issue from time to time, as may be necessary, such 
orders upon the Treasury of the State of South Carohna, for the 
payment of such sums as may be authorized by this Convention, 
in such amounts as may be agreed upon between the President ol 
the Convention and tho General Commanding to the officers and 
members of this body, for their per diem and mileage, and for the 
current expenses of the same ; and that the amount of tax herein 
authorized to be levied, shall be placed in the Treasury of the 
State to reimburse said advances. 

Suction ii. Be it further ordained. That if the taxes levied and 
assessed under this Ordinance ihould be in excess of the whole 
expenses of this Convention, they shall be retained in the Treasury, 
subject to the future order of this Convention, or of the General 
Assembly, which may meet in conformity to the provisions of the 
Constitution to bo adopted by this Convention. Should there be 
any deficiency in the sum required to be raised by taxation under 
this Ordinance to reimburse the Treasury for its outlay, the first 
General Assembly which shall assemble hereafter shall make such 
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further provision as may be necessary to raise ftinds for the par- 

Doae in ConTention, at the Oity of Charleston, this twenty-ninth 
day of January, in the year of our Lord, one thousand eight 
hundred and sixty-eight. 

A. G. MACKEY, 
President Constitutional Convention. 
Attest : 

0. T. Stolbk.im), Seci't'tary. 



AN ORDINANCE 
To dividr Pickens District into tivo Election awl Judicial Dis- 

We, the People, of South' Carolina, in Conventimi met, do ordain. 
That Piokens District be divided into two Judicial and Election Dis- 
tricts, by a line leaviu};; the southern boundary of the State of North 
Carolina where the White Water Elver enters this State, and 
thence down the centre of said Eiver, by whatsoever names known, 
to Eaveriel's Bridge, oa Seneca Elver, and thence along the centre 
of the road leading to Pendleton Village, until it intersects the line 
of the District of Anderson ; that the territory lying east of said 
line shall hereafter constitute the Judicial and Election District of 
Pickens ; and the territory lying west of said line shall constitute a 
new Judicial and Election District, to be called Oconee District. 

Suction 2. That James Lewis, James H. Ambler, Eees Bowea, 
James A. Ht^od and W. T. Fields be and they are hereby ap- 
pointed Special Commissioners to select a proper site, and locate a 
new Court House Town for Pickens District, which site shall be 
as near the centre of the District as may be practicable; and for 
this purpose they are hereby authorized to purchase in the name 
of the State a traet of not less than one hundred, nor more than 
four hundred acres of land, and after reserving a sufficient quan- 
tity for the public buildings, lay out the balaace into town lots of 
various si7.es, as they shall deem most desirable, and after not less 
than two months' previous public notice sell the same at pubHc sale 
to the highest bidder, for cash, or otherwise as may seem to them 
beat, making titles thereto in the name of the State, the proceeds 
of said sale, after paying for tJie lands purchased, to be applied by 
iiaid Commissioners to the' erection of a court house and jail, which 
shall be completed as soon as is practicable. 

Sectiom 3. That Wesly Pitchford, W. E. Holeombe, Bry Erot- 
well, M. F. Mitchel and Dr. 0. M. Doyle be, and they are hereby, 
appointed Special Commissioners to select a proper site, and locate 
snd erect a court house and jail for Oconee District, which location 
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shall be either at the town otWallialia, or at some point on the 
Blue Ridge Railroad between that place and Perryville, and for 
the purpose of erecting said court house and jail said CommiH- 
sionerB ate hereby authorized, if sufficient contributiona and means 
sannot be otherwise raised, to purchase in the name of the Stata 
ao much land, not exceeding the amount limited to Piekena Dis- 
trict, as they shall deem necessary, and to lay out, sell and convey 
the same as the Commissioners for Pickens IJistrict are authorized 
to do; the proceeds of said sale, after-paying for the lands pur- 
ohased to be applied by the said (.'ommiasioners to the erection of 
a court house and jail for said Dietriut, which sliall be completed 
as soon as practicable. 

Section 4. That the two Boards of Commissioners acting together 
are hereby authorized to sell the present court house and jail, 
with the public grounds of Pickens District, and convey the same 
tn the name of tiie State, upon such terms as they shall deem most 
desirable ; the proceeds of said sale to be equally divided between 
the two Boards, and applied by them to the erection of the new 
buildings for their respective Diatricts: Provided, That the pres- 
ent court house and jail shall be used for the two Districts until 
new jails are erected and some convenient arrangemeats, tempora- 
rily or crtherwise, for holding the Courts separately at the new 
locations, aa to one or both, shall have been made. 

Section S. That it shall be the duty of the said Boards of Com- 
miflaioners to report their action respectively in the premises to the 
first session of the first General Assembly that shall assemble by 
authority of tlie Constitution adopted by this Convention, and of 
the said General Assembly in the same session to perfect the divi- 
sion and complete the organization of the said Districts of Pickens 
and Oconee, as.the other Judicial and Election Districts of the 
State. 

Done in Convention, at the city of Charleston, this twenty-ninth 
day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and sixty-eight. 

A. G. MACKEY, 
President of the Constitutional Convention. 
A.tte8t: 

C. J. Stolhranb, Secretary. 

AN ORDINANCE 

To provide for the Ratijication of the Constitution, ami for tht 

Election of certain Officers. 

We, the People of South Carolina, in Convention 7iiel, do 

ordain. That on the 14th, 15th and 16th days of April, 1868, 

the Constitution adopted by this Convention shall be Bub- 



dbyGoogle 



«0 

mittoi] for ratifieation or rejeotion to tho registered voters of tliis 
State; aud also that, at tlie eanie time, an election aliall be held 
for Governor, Liaut«naut-Goveraor, Adjutant and Inspeotor- 
Q-eneral, Secretary of State, Comptroller- Gleneral, Treasurer, 
Attorney* General, Superintendent of Education, and members of 
tlie General Assembly. And, furthermore, that at the same time 
an election shall be held in each Congreesional District for a mem- 
ber of the House of Representatives of the United States Congress. 

Seciiow '2. .That the eiectibn for the ratification or rejection of 
the Constitution and for the aforementioned officers ahaU be held 
at Buch -places and under such regulations as may be prescribed by 
the Ci-immandiug General of this Military District, and the returns 
made to him as directed by law. 

Sectios 3. That in voting for or againnttbe adoption, of the Con- 
stitution the words "For (>>nBtitution," or "Against Constitution," 
shall be written or printed on the ballot of each voter; but no voter 
shall vc>t6 for or against the Constitution on a separate ballot from 
that cast by him for officers. 

SECTtoN t. That a Board of Oojumissionera is hereby appointed, 
to consist of Messrs. E. W. M. Mackoy, F. L OardoEo, A. J. lian- 
sier, and 0. C. Bowen, who shall keep an office for the transaction 
of busineis in the city of Charleston, and who may employ such 
slerioal force as may be necessary, and who are empowered to 
cause to be appointed suitable persons for managers of eleetions in 
each County in the Stat© to hold the election provided for by this 
Ordinance. Said Commissioners shaU have power to use all the 
necessary means to'seoure a fuU and fair vote upon the Conetitu- 
!ion and the election of officers. 

Section 5. That in case of the death, resignation, or inability to 
serve of any member or members of said Board of .Oommissioners, 
the President of this Convention shall have power to fill such 
vacancy. 

Seciioh 6. That should the said Board of Commissioners deem 
it necessary or expedient, they are hereby authorized to extend in 
any County or Counties, election precinct or precincts, the number 
of days during which the election aforesaid is to be held from three 
to five. 

Sficiioif 7. That within thirty days after the ratification of this 
Constitution, an election shall be held in and for each county, at 
luch time and places, and under such regulations as may be pro- 
scribed by said Board of Commissioners for the election of all 
county officers required by this Constitution to be elected by the 
people. And ths said Board shall also have authority to call elec- 
lions for all municipal officers, at present elected by the people, at 
the same time, and lubject to such regulations as said Board may 
prescribe, not inconsistent with this Constitution or the charters of 
«uch jnunicipal bodies. And at such elections every qualified 
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elector under the provisiona of this Coastitution may vote for all 
offlcera to be elected. 

Sbctiom 8. That the Oomtnissioners h^-ein appointed shall re- 
ceive for their services five dollars per day in United States cur- 
rency, or its equivalent in bills receivable of this State. 

SectiomQ. That the President of tins Convention, upon the 
requisition of said Board of Goniniissi oners, shall have power to 
draw from the Treasury of the State all monies necessary to pay 
the espensea incurred under this Ordinance, and which the Gener- 
al Commanding thia Military District is not authorized to asanime. 

SiiOTioH 10. That the said Board of Commistioners, as soon as 
they have carried out the provisions of this Ordinance, shall make 
to the General Assembly a report of their proceedings, and a state- 
ment of the monies expended by them. 

Done in Conventioo, at the city of Charleston, this seventh day 
of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and sixty-eight. 

A. G. MACKEY, 
President Constitutional Convention. 
Attest: 

C. J. 8to[.bii*ni), Secretary. 



AN ORDINANCE 
To Divide, thp- State into Four Congressional Districts. 

We, the People of the State of South Caro/ifia, in Convention 
'iiiet, do ordain, That the State of South Carolina shall be, and the 
same is hereby, divided into four Congressional Districts, as fol- 
lows : First Congressional District, to be composed of the' Coun- 
ties of liancaster, Chesterfield, Mariborough, Darlington, Mari«n, 
Horry, Georgetown, Williamsbui^, Sumter, Clarendon, and Ker- 
shaw. Second Congressional District to be composed of the Coun- 
ties of Charleston, Colleton, Beaufort and Barnwell. Third Con- 
gressional District to be composed of the Counties of Orangeburg, 
Ijexington, Eichland, Newberry, Edgefield, Abbeville and Ander- 
son ; aud the fourth Congrepsional District to be composed of the 
Counties of Oconee, Pickens, Greenville, Laurens, Spartanbui^, 
Union, York, Cheater and Fairfield. 

Section 2. That until the next apportionment be made by the 
Congress of the United States, each of the aaid Congressional 
Districts shall be entitled to elect one member to represent this 
State in the Congress of the United States. After such new ^- 
portionraent by Congress, the General Assembly shall divide the 
State into as many Congressioiial Districts as we are entitled to 
members iu the'Houso of Representatives. 
6 
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Sbctioh 3. That at the tirst election under this Coastitution, two 
Eepreaeatatives shall be elected at large on the State ticket, to 
represent the overplus of our population. Should they obtain 
Beats, they shall continiie to be so elected until the new apportion- 
ment after the census of 1870. 

Done in Convention, at the city of Charleston, this eighth day of 
March, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and sixty- eight. 

A. 0. MACKET, 
President Constitutional Convention. 
Attest : 

C. J. Stolbkamb, 

Secretary. 



AN ORDINANCE 

To amend an Ordinance entiled "An Ordinance to praoide for the 
ratification of the Constitution and Ordinances and for the elec- 
tion of certain Oncers." 

We, the People of the ^tat« of South Carolina, in Convention 
met, do ordain. That the aforesaid Ordinance be so amended as tfl 
strike out the words " and ordinances" in the following places, to 
wit ; la the first line of section U, first line of section 3, second 
line of section 3, sixth line of section 4, and wherever else they 

Done in Convention, at the city of Charleston, this ninth day of 
March, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and sixty-eight. 

A. G. MACKEY, 
President Constitutional Oonvendon. 
Attest : 

0. J. STOLBaABl), 



AN OEDINANCE 

To repeal all Acts of Legislation passed since the twentieth day of 
December, one thousand eight hundred and sixty, which pledge 
the faith and credit of the State far the benefit of any Corporate 
Body. 

Whebeas, it is inexpedient that when the credit of the State is 
advanced or pledged for the benefit of public enterprises and 
worts, in which the people of the State are interested, that power 
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should be lodged in the General Assembly to exercise a sEklutaiy 
control over such public enterprises and works, to the end that 
the commerce and industry of the State should be adequately "fos- 
tered and promoted ; therefore, 

We, the People of South Caxolina, in Convention met, do ordain, 
That bU acts or pretended acts of legislation purporting to have 
been passed by the General Assembly of the State since the twen- 
tieth day of December, A. D. 1860, pledging the faith and credit of 
the State for the benefit of any corporate body or private individual, 
are hereby suspended and declared inoperative until the Gener^ 
Assembly shall assemble and ratify the same. And it shall be the 
duty of the General Assembly at ite first session after the passage 
of this Ordinance to attend to the same. 

Done in Convention, at the city of Charleston, this fifteenth 
day of March, in the year of our Ijord one thousand eight 
hundred and sixty-eight. 

A. G. MACKEY, 
President of the Constitutional Convention. 
Attest : 

0. J. SiotBEAKD, Secretary. 



AK ORDINANCE 

'e for the. Organization of the General Assembly at its 

first session andfor the Inauguration of the Governor and lAevU 

enant Governor. 

We, the People of Soittk Carolina, in Convention met, do ordain : 
That the members of the General Assembly, elected under the 
provisions of the Constitution, shall assemble in the Capitol, at 
the city of Columbia, on Tuesday, the twelfth day of May, 1868, 
at 12 o'clock, M. 

Section 2. That each House shall be temporarily organized by 
the election of a presiding officer, to whom tiie oath of office shall 
be administered by the President of this Convention, and which 
iding officer shall then administer the said oath, to the other 



Section 3. That as soon as the House of Itepresentatiyes is per- 
manently organized by the election of a Spet^er, and shall have 
appointed a day for that purpose, the Governor shall be installed 
into office in the presence of both Houses, and the oath of office 
shall be administered to him by the President of this Convention, 
who shall imOiediateiy thereafter administer the said oath to the 
Lieutenant Governor in the Senate. Chamber. 

Section 4. That for the purpose of administerbg these oaths of 
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